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Peace Treaty Portugal and Morocco
1 November 1774

Peace Treaty Portugal and Argel
14 June 1813
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The island of Santa Maria, Azores, was constantly 

attacked by north African privateers.

In June 1616, 222 people were taken hostage

Fr. Agostinho de Monte Alverne, Chronicas da pronincia de São 
João Evangelista das Ilhas dos Açores, 1695

Insular Azores, Luís Teixeira, 1584
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In July 1617, the island of Porto Santo is attacked and about 900 

inhabitants are imprisoned

Memorial de Pero Roiz Soares, 1565-1628
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In October 1621, the Nau Conceição coming from India, was attacked 

and burnt in the sight of the port of Lisbon.

All crew members were imprisoned and taken to Algiers

Joam Carvalho de Mascarenhas, Memoravel relaçam da perda da não Conceiçam …, 1627
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In Loulé, a city in the south of Portugal, Manuel Martins, 

together with his wife Maria da Cruz and their five children 

– Manuel, Domingos, Esperança, Maria, and Amaro, respectively twelve, ten, seven, four 

and two years old

were attacked in their own house, by Moors during the night, 

and taken to Arzila. 

ANTT, Mesa da Consciência e Ordens, Requerimento de 23 de janeiro de 1655, mç. 16, cx. 64.

The attacks were also carried out on the villages or during agricultural work:
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Sebastião Rodrigues, lived  in Cacela, in Algarve, in south of Portugal.

While working, his house has been attacked by privateers

His wife Isabel Nunes, two daughters, 15 and 5 years old, a son, 5 years, and a 

servant were taken to Salé.

His wife and youngest daughter were sold to Tetouan; son and servant passed 

away

In this document, Sebastião asks to king João IV to help him in the rescue of his 

daughter

ANTT, Mesa da Consciência e Ordens, Requerimento de 25 setembro 1646, mç. 15, cx. 54.
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In Albufeira, Francisco Dias Galás, 

was taken captive and taken to Tetouan along with his wife Maria Fernandes Canelas, 

four children and a niece; between nine and eighteen years of age. 

They were on their property on the edge of the village of Albufeira (south of Portugal), when 

they were attacked by thirty Moors "breaking the doors” making all captivate

Although Francisco Galás had a spear, he was subdued with two cut-ins to the head.

ANTT, Mesa da Consciência e Ordens, Requerimento de 4 de março de 1653, mç. 16, cx. 55 [doc.47].
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Catarina de Jesus, born in Lagoa, 50 years old

In 1730, privateers took her from house with 4 children of a neighbour:

Catarina de Jesus: João (3 years old), Teresa (4), Luísa (7), Francisco Jorge (11)

In Algiers, she stated being the mother of all children in order to keep them together

The children, are sons of Manuel Jorge and Lourença Maria.

ANTT, Mesa da Consciência e Ordens, Carta dos padres redentores sobre o resgate geral de Argel, 19 outubro 1731, mç. 13, cx. 52 [doc.47].

Relação dos cativos que por ordem DelRey D. João V resgataram na cidade de Argel os Religiosos da Santissima Trindade …
Lisboa Occidental, Officina da Musica, 1731



 Salé
 Ceuta
 Tetuan
 Mèknes
 Algiers
 Tunis

Atlas of João Teixeira Albernaz, 1643 | ANTT, Coleção Cartográfica, nº 210

Places 
where 
Christian 
captives 
were taken



Slave markets have developed on the Barbary Coast of 
North Africa, between the 15th and middle of the 18th 
century. 

The North African slave markets traded European 
captives who were captured by Barbary pirates and 
privateers in boat attacks and by raids on coastal places 
from Italy, Spain, Portugal, France, England …

Men, women, and children were captured and awaited 
their rescue in Moroccan cities and Algiers.
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The Order of the Holy Trinity, a religious order founded with 
the aim of rescuing and supporting Christian captives.

Symbol of the Order of the Holy Trinity
Church of San Carlo alle Quattro Fontane (1638-1641), Rome

Trinitarian religious
André Gonçalves (atrib.), c. 1754 | Convento de Cristo, Tomar
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Captive rescue
Atrib. André Gonçalves, 
c. 1754, 
Convento de Cristo,  Tomar

The Trinitarian religious provided assistance to the captives and negotiated their rescue. 

They were intended to support all those who kept persevering in the Christian faith, to maintain their own identity 

in a society with such different values and where reneging arose as a tempting option. 

The Order of the Holy Trinity supported by the Church and Christian kings sought to avoid apostasy and arrange 

for the captives to return to their homelands.
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Buying captives
Atrib. André Gonçalves, 
c. 1754
Convento de Cristo de Tomar

In Algiers, the Trinitarian religious negotiated the price of ransoms with the city's governor and with the privateers.

The Trinitarian religious identified in manuscripts lists the rescued captives. 
From the 17th century, the lists of rescued began to be printed and published a few days after the arrival of the 
captives to Lisbon.
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BNP, Relação das pessoas resgatadas do cativeiro de Mequines …, 1729.
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BNP, Relação dos cativos que por ordem do Fielíssimo rey Dom Joseph I  …, 1754
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These lists are fundamental to know the people who had been captive:

 Gender

 Age

 Jobs

 How they were imprisoned

 How they were released

 Where they were placed

 To whom they belonged

 How much the ransom cost

  … … …
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Algiers rescue 1618-1619

Historia chronologica dos varoens illustres que tem havido na Provincia da Ordem da 
Santissima Trindade …
ANTT, Manuscritos da Livraria, nº 565, fl. 32v.
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Catarina de Jesus

In 1730, privaters took her from house with 4 children of a neighbour

Relação dos cativos que por ordem DelRey D. João V resgataram na cidade de Argel os Religiosos da Santissima Trindade …, 1731
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- Present the reality of captivity as a 
consequence of the attacks of pirates and 
privateers. 

- Highlight the importance of the lists of 
rescued for the study of the society of early 
modern time

Tales of Trinitarian Convent in Lisbon, 18th century
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"There ś Moor on the coast!

French ship under pirate attack, Aert Asthonisz, 1615.
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